Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of the Claims: 
1-10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method comprising: 

logically grouping a plurality of components at a data center into a single 
meta-server; 

defining one or more hierarchical relationships between each of said 
components including one or more associations, dependencies 
and/or prerequisites, said hierarchical relationships providing 
information related to network operations at said data center; and 

using said information for one or more network management functions at 
said data cente r, wherein one of said network management 
functions is to initialize one or more of said system components at 
said data center and said defined hierarchical relationships 
between each of said system components is used to determine an 
appropriate order in which to initialize said one or more 
components . 

12. (original) The method as in claim 1 1 wherein a first one of said defined 
hierarchical relationships comprise: a first zone or resource collection comprised 
of a first subset of said plurality of components. 
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13. (currently amended) The method as in claim 12 wherein a second zono 
or rosouroo co ll oct i on of one said defined hierarchical relationships comprise: a 
second zone or resource collection comprised of a second subset of said 
plurality of components. 

14. (original) The method as in claim 13 wherein a third one of said defined 
hierarchical relationships comprise: an interconnect logically connecting said first 
zone and said second zone. 

15. (original) The method as in claim 12 wherein one of said components 
grouped within said first zone is a Web server. 

16. (original) The method as in claim 13 wherein one of said components 
grouped in both said first zone and said second zone is a firewall. 

17. (original) The method as in claim 1 1 wherein one of said components is a 
router. 

1 8. (cancelled) 

1 9. (currently amended) The method as in claim +8 1 wherein initializing 
comprises rebooting one or more of said system components. 

20. (currently amended) The method as in claim 4^ 1 wherein initializing 
comprises restarting one or more of said system components. 
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21 . (currently amended) The method as in claim +8 1 wherein initializing 
comprises reconfiguring one or more of said system components. 

22. (currently amended) A meta-server comprising: 

a plurality of front end Web sen/ers to process client requests for Web 
pages; 

a plurality of back-end servers to perform various back-end processing 
functions associated with said client requests; 

a controller to define one or more logical hierarchical relationships 
between each of said components including one or more 
associations, dependencies and/or prerequisites, said hierarchical 
relationships providing information related to network operations at 
said data center and to use said information for one or more 
network management functions at said data c e nt e r meta-serven 
wherein one of said network management functions is to initialize 
one or more of said system components at said data center and 
said defined hierarchical relationships between each of said system 
components is used to determine an appropriate order in which to 
initialize said one or more components . 

23. (original) The meta-server as in claim 22 further comprising: 

a firewall communicatively coupled between said front-end Web servers 

and said back-end servers to analyze and filter data traffic directed 

towards said back end sen/ers, 
said controller further defining one or more additional logical hierarchical 

relationships between said firewall and said front-end and/or said 

back-end servers. 
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24. (original) The meta-server as in claim 23 further comprising: 

a router communicatively coupled between said front-end Web servers, 
said back-end servers and an external network, said router to 
process data traffic according to a network addressing protocol, 

said controller further defining one or more additional logical hierarchical 
relationships between said router, said front-end servers, said 
back-end servers and/or said firewall. 

25. (original) The meta-server as in claim 22 wherein said front-end servers 
and said back-end servers are physically configured within a single unitized 
platform. 

26. (original) The meta-server as in claim 25 wherein said front-end servers 
and said back-end servers communicate over a dynamically configurable 
backplane bus. 

27. (original) The meta-server as in claim 22 wherein said defined 
hierarchical relationships comprise a first zone including said front-end Web 
servers, a second zone including said back-end servers, and an interconnect 
logically coupling said first zone with said second zone. 

28. (original) The meta-sen/er as in claim 24 wherein said defined 
hierarchical relationships comprise a first zone including said front-end Web 
servers, a second zone including said back-end servers, an interconnect logically 
coupling said first zone with said second zone, and an interconnect resource 
comprised of said firewall. 
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29. (currently amended) An article of manufacture including program code 
which, when executed by a machine, cause said machine to perform the 
operations of: 

logically grouping a plurality of components at a data center into a single 
meta-sen/er; 

defining one or more hierarchical relationships between each of said 
components, said hierarchical relationships providing information 
related to network operations at said data center; and 

using said information for one or more network management functions at 
said data cente r wherein one of said network management 
functions is to initialize onie or more of said system components at 
said data center and said defined hierarchical relationships 
between each of said system components is used to determine an 
appropriate order in which to initialize said one or more 
components , 

30. (original) The article of manufacture as in claim 29 wherein a first one of 
said defined hierarchical relationships comprise: a first zone comprised of a first 
subset of said plurality of components. 

31 . (original) The article of manufacture as in claim 30 wherein a second one 
of said defined hierarchical relationships comprise: a second zone comprised of 
a second subset of said plurality of components. 
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32. (original) The article of manufacture as in claim 31 wherein a third one of 
said defined hierarchical relationships comprise: an interconnect logically connecting 
said first zone and said second zone. 

33. (original) The article of manufacture as in claim 30 wherein one of said 
components grouped within said first zone is a Web server. 

34. (original) The article of manufacture as in claim 31 wherein one of said 
components grouped in both said first zone and said second zone is a firewall. 

35. (original) The article of manufacture as in claim 29 wherein one of said 
components is a router. 

36. (cancelled) 

37. (currently amended) The article of manufacture as in claim 3§ 29 wherein 
initializing Comprises rebooting one or more of said system components. 

38. (currently amended) The article of manufacture as in claim 36 29 wherein 
initializing comprises restarting one or more of said system components. 

39. (currently amended) The article of manufacture as in claim 3§ 29 wherein 
initializing comprises reconfiguring one or more of said system components. 

40. (original) A method comprising: 

defining one or more logical hierarchical relationships between a plurality 
components on a network including one or more associations, 
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dependencies and/or prerequisites, said logical hierarchical 
relationships providing information related to network operations; and 
executing a simulation of said network operations based on said hierarchical 
relationships between said components. 

41 . (original) The method as in claim 40 further comprising: storing different 
groups of said logical hierarchical relationships into one or more tool sets, said tool 
sets usable for conducting said simulation. 

42. (original) The method as in claim 41 further comprising: using results of said 
simulation to design additional logical hierarchical relationships between said 
components. 

43. (original) The method as in claim 42 wherein designing additional logical 
hierarchical relationships comprises optimizing said logical hierarchical relationships 
between said components. 

44. (original) The method as in claim 42 wherein said additional logical 
hierarchical relationships are designed responsive to an inclusion of new 
components on said network. 

45-52. (canceled) 
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